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Broadway Limited 
Among the Casualties 


By Don Phillips 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Amtrak President Thomas Downs 
yesterday sliced away more national 
passenger trains by cutting daily ser- 
vice on many routes and eliminating 
the once-famed Broadway Limited 
between New York and Chicago. 

The cuts — some to take effect 
June 11 and others Sept. 10 — elimi- 
nate about 12 percent of Amtrak’s 
train miles and are expected to save 
$99 million. It is possible that indi- 
vidual states will provide enough 
money to restore some of the cuts. 

The trims are supposed to let Am- 
trak survive despite declining feder- 
al subsidies, fare competition from 
low-priced airlines and rising main- 
tenance costs fed by old equipment 
and facilities. 

“This is not our best of days,” 
Downs said at a news conference. 
The cuts should allow Amtrak to bal- 
ance its budget if Congress approves 
the system’s diminished $260 mil- 
lion operating subsidy for fiscal 
1996, he said. But there is no guar- 
antee Congress will do so. 

The cuts spare north-south ser- 
vice along both coasts and leave the 
Washington area essentially un- 
touched. But the rest of the “nation- - 
al” passenger system will be only 
loosely connected by a spindly web 
of trains, many of them running only 
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three times a week. Several routes 
were reduced in frequency or elimi- 
nated in a first round of cuts in De- 
cember. 

Amtrak carries about 22 million 
passengers annually over 24,500 
route miles on 212 trains a day- 
122 in the Washington-Boston corri- 
dor. 

Downs said Amtrak has squeezed 
every possible savings from its route 
system, and any other cuts would 
simply cause the national system to 
“unravel.” Eliminating remaining 
long-distance service would save on- 
ly $40 million a year, he said. 

Key members of Congress have 
warned Amtrak that they would not 
vote to subsidize the heavily traveled 
coastal corridors unless the nation’s 
heartland also has trains. 

No state with Amtrak would lose 
all service. Only Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Maine, Hawaii and Alaska 
have no Amtrak service. 

The only cut in Washington area 
sendee is the New York-Washington- 
Chicago Cardinal, which on Sept. 10 
would be turned into a West Virginia 
sightseeing train. It would run from 
Washington to Cincinnati only, dur- 
ing daylight hours on Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday. The route traverses 
Virginia hunt country, the Allegheny 
Mountains and many miles at the 
bottom of the spectacular New River 
Gorge. 

The Cardinal has a rich political 
history, nurtured and protected by 
Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.), who 
issued a statement saying he ap- 
proved of the new daylight schedule. 

A piece of rich railroad history will 
die Sept. 10, however, when the 
Broadway Limited route is reduced 
to a New York-Philadelphia-Pitts- 
burgh train with a new name. Downs 
quipped it could be called the “Limit- 
ed Broadway Limited.” 

The Broadway was the pride of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. Some of 
the more famous railroad photo- 
graphs and movies are of the daily 
eastbound “race” between the Broad- 
way and the New York Central’s ri- 
val 20th Century Limited, which in 
steam locomotive days were sched- 
uled to leave Chicago’s suburban En- 
glewood station at the same timp 
Now, passengers wanting to use 
the Broadway route must walk 


AMTRAK SERVICE CUTS 

HOW CHANGES WILL AFFECT RIDERS 


EFFECTIVE JUNE 11 


*- Route 

Change 

Chicago to Carbondale, III. 

Three of seven weekly round trips cut. 

New Orleans to Chicago 

Two of seven weekly round trips cut. 

Indianapolis to Chicago 

Three of seven weekly round trips cut. 

St. Louis to Springfield to Chicago Two of four daily trains cut. 

Salt Lake City to Oakland, Calif. 

Three of seven weekly round trips cut. 

Chicago to Quincy, III. 

EFFECTIVE SEPT. 10 

Three of seven weekly round trips cut. 

h* Route 

Cbai^u 

New York to Pittsburgh 
to Chicago 

Replaced with New York to Harrisburg 
to Pittsburgh service; connections can 
be made in Pittsburgh to trains going 
to Chicago. 

New York to Washington to 
Cincinnati to Chicago 

Service replaced by Washington to 
Cincinnati train; trains directly from 
New York to Chicago or Washington to 
Chicago will continue on other routes. 

Chicago to Dallas to Houston 

Dallas to Houston leg will be replaced 
with bus service between Longview, 
Tex., and Houston. 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


by The Washington Post, would au- 
thorize a total fiscal 1996 subsidy of 
$1.02 billion, including a one-time 
$100 million subsidy for restructur- 
ing costs. The capital subsidy would 
be $235 million for the Northeast 
Corridor, $5 million more than for 
1995, and $230 million for the rest 
of Amtrak, the same as 1995. 

However, the Clinton administra- 
tion’s bill is a mixed bag for Amtrak’s 
other legislative goals. It would elim- 
inate a ceiling on the amount state 
commuter railroads reimburse Am- 
trak for use of the Northeast Corri- 
dor, saying Amtrak should be fully 
reimbursed plus “a reasonable return 
on Amtrak’s investment of time and 
resources.” This could greatly in- 
crease state costs. 

The legislation does not give Am- 
trak all the labor flexibility it wants, 
including elimination of the “labor 
protection” requirement that laid-off 
employees receive as much as six 
years’ salary. The legislation would 
allow a reduction and would allow 
contracting-out of services, but only 
if Amtrak’s unions agree in collective 
bargaining. 


across the platform in the middle of 
the night to change trains at Pitts- 
burgh. 

Several cities would lose service 
along the old Broadway route west of 
Pittsburgh, including Youngstown 
and Akron, Ohio, but Amtrak officials 
said Ohio is interested in maintaining 
some service through state subsi- 
dies. 

Daily New York-Chicago service 
will be provided by the Lake Shore 
Limited through Albany and Buffalo, 
the route of the 20th Century Limit- 
ed. 

Chicago would be hard hit by the 
June 11 changes. Routes to Carbon- 
dale, 111., New Orleans, Indianapolis 
and Quincy, 111., would be cut from 
daily to service three, four or five 
times a week. Chicago-St. Louis 
would be cut from three trains daily 
to two, and a Chicago-Springfield 
train on the same route would be 
eliminated. 

The other June 11 cuts involve the 


Chicago-Oakland California Zephyr, 
which would continue to run daily on 
a scenic route through Colorado to 
Salt Lake City. It would continue 
from there to Oakland only four days 
a week. 

Downs said “thousands of jobs will 
be lost,” but an exact number of lay- 
offs will not be known until he knows 
which services will. be subsidized by 
states. After the first round of cuts in 
December, seven states agreed to 
subsidize some services. 

Amtrak’s public subsidy has in- 
creased over the years from $688.3 
million in fiscal 1988 to $1.01 billion 
in fiscal 1995, but Downs and others, 
including the General Accounting Of- 
fice, have said Congress did not des- 
ignate enough money for capital im- 
provements. 

Transportation Secretary Federi- 
co Pena said yesterday he continues 
to support Amtrak and will offer new 
Amtrak legislation today. 

A copy of the legislation, obtained 


